St J’s Diary & Notices: w/c Sunday, 18/10/2026

11.00
(Church); Youth@11;
refreshments afterwards
(Hall)
. 14.00 Forest Church Dressed for the weather, we
(3"in month) .
Sunday, adapt 'Fo the mObIlH.:y.Of those.
who join us, or participate online
18/10/2026 .
. at ancient-pathways.co.uk
Trinity 20/
Pentecost 21 18.00 Choral Evensong
(Church)
Any time* Service online www.stjohnsdumfries.org.
*Available on website from
about same time as actual event
& for some days thereafter
10.00-17.00 | Church Office open
17.00-21.00 | Senior Investigating Departs StJ’s 17.00. Only those
Monday, . - -
19/10/2026 Officers Bowling Trip who have booked, sorry.
19.00-21.30 | Dfs Choral Small Group
(Choir Vestry)
Tuesday, 18.30 é?q&;ii;chanst (Lady
20/10/2026 -
19.15 Short Mat Bowling (Hall) | Justturnup
10.30 1970 Eucharist (Church),
Wednesday, followed by
21/10/2026 refreshments (Hall)
19.00 Choir Practice (Church)
19.00 Prayer Meeting/ At Annette’s. All welcome.
discussion on last Church Office can putyou in
Thursday, Sunday’s gospel touch.
22/10/2026 19.30 Bell Practice (Tower) Please contact
bells@stjohnsdumfries.org or
07754 596140 if not a regular.
10.00-17.00 | Church Office open
12.00 Friday Prayers for World 30 mins or so, followed by
Friday, Peace (Church) tea/coffee. All welcome. Just
23/10/2026 show up.
16.00-18.00 | SWI setting up Hall for
tomorrow (Hall)
Saturday, 09.00-15.00 | Lower Nithsdale SWI
24/10/2026 (Hall)



http://www.stjohnsdumfries.org/
mailto:bells@stjohnsdumfries.org
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(4th in month)
Sunday,
25/10/2026
Trinity 21/
Pentecost 22

09.15 Sunday Worship: Crichton Campus, Dumfries
Crichton Memorial DG14zz
Church

09.30 Holy Communion @ Just off B729 between
Maxwelton Chapel Wallaceton & Moniaive. DG3

4DX

11.00 1982 Family Eucharist Including Ministry for Healing;
(Church); Youth@11; listen for announcement.
Godly Play Activity Bags
available; refreshments
afterwards (Hall)

18.00 Contemporary Worship
(Church)

Any time* Service online www.stjohnsdumfries.org.

*Available on website from
about same time as actual event
& for some days thereafter

If you need to contact St John’s, for any purpose, you can do the

following:

e The Rev Jim Booth, Interim Priest, has the Rector’s phone (07487
653069) throughout the Vacancy, and any emails addressed to

rector@stjohnsdumfries.org will be received by him (and only

him).

e Please do not contact the Rectory landline (01387 254126) we
no longer have that number

e For most things, you can contact the Church Office (07754
596140) / pastadmin@stjohnsdumfries.org. The Office will
continue to be open Mondays and Fridays and most other
weekdays besides, except Wednesdays, but please call before

making a special trip.

e So, in general, normal service will continue, under exception of

the Rectory landline.

SALE OF RECTORY etc: Monday, 28/09/2026, marked the day where
the new purchasers, Ryan & Kelsie Johnston, and their family, took



mailto:rector@stjohnsdumfries.org
mailto:pastadmin@stjohnsdumfries.org
http://www.stjohnsdumfries.org/

ownership of the former Rectory at 8 Newall Terrace, and we, in turn,

took ownership of their former home in Summerpark. This gives us

some time to get the house in Summerpark adjusted to our own

specifications, so it will be ready for Diana to move in to, in time for

when she joins us at St J’s. Probably more about this in due course. In

the meantime, there are some important points for us, as a

Congregation, to note:

The Rectory driveway will now be mutual (shared) between
ourselves and No. 8, from the street effectively to the point
where it narrows between the two buildings.

What this means for practical purposes is that we can stillcome
and go, on foot, as before, via the back gate.

We also retain a right of access to the part of the Rectory
backyard (where the garage is) for inspection, maintenance etc
of the hall gable end, windows etc.

The roughly triangular area which gives access to the boiler room
and organ blower shed, and where the bins stand, remains our
property.

The major difference for us is that we can no longer park in the

Rectory driveway (though few ever have in recent years). There is

an agreement that either we, or No. 8, can temporarily park
tradesmen’s etc vans there for necessary purposes, but we need
to bear in mind that No. 8’s new owners are entitled to get in and
out via that route by car at any time of the day or night.

If you’re organising something (and mostly this will be me) that
requires a van etc to be parked there for unloading, please talk
to me first and, if necessary, I’ll negotiate. But please don’t
assume it’ll ‘probably be fine.” It probably will, but only if we act
considerately and are, effectively, ‘good neighbours’.

Which also means not parking across the Rectory driveway
entrance, or leaving too narrow a gap if you park adjacent to it.



e Any queries or difficulties about this, please do ask.
David

AGM & ALL THAT...

Thank you to everyone who supported the AGM (an attendance of 45), to
those who provided, prepared, and ate the excellent Bring & Share
lunch, who set up beforehand, and cleared up and washed up
afterwards.

Papers (the Agenda booklet, including Reports and Summary Accounts,
and the [separate] full accounts) are still available, if you missed them,
or weren’t able to be there.

In summary, the accounts were approved, the various reports received
and approved, and Saint & Co re-appointed as our Independent
Examiners. We had just the right number of candidates for the various
vacancies, so, in the event, we had no need for a ballot, but we are
grateful for the willingness of Rolf and Rosemary Buwert, who had
agreed to be Returning Officers, should an election have proved
necessary.

The Vestry now consists of the following (hew members in bold): the
Rev Jim Booth (Interim Priest, to be succeeded in due course, by the
new Rector, Rev Diana Hall), Annette Beagrie (Chair and also re-elected
as Alternate Lay Rep), Robyn Brotherston, Amie Byers, Billy Riddick,
Zara Ross, Linda Scott, Gill Swales (also re-elected as Lay Rep), Jamie
Brand, Inna Roi (taking over as Assistant to the Treasurer), Carolynne
Sorrell and Pat Withall. David Kerr is currently Acting Vestry Secretary,
as well as attending in his capacity of Pastoral Administrator).

And we marked our thanks to outgoing Assistant to the Treasurer,
Christopher Pierson-Harvey, who has done a quite outstanding job of
looking after our day to day finances, having taken the job over at quite a
difficult period in St J’s history, ably assisted by Heather Barrington. Also
to retiring Regional Lay Rep Kay Solaja (post has been discontinued by
the Diocese), and to retiring Vestry members the Rev Dr James Clark-
Maxwell, Andy Bixler and Catriona Appleby-Strivens; our thanks were



recorded to them all for their dedicated service to this congregation, as
Vestry members.

e There will be an act of commissioning of the newly reconstituted Vestry
during the service on soon (date TBC at time of drafting this), followed
by a lunch and handover meeting for Vestry members new, current and
retiring.

FIRST BASE: We’re hoping to welcome Mark Frankland to speak to us
today, Sunday, 18/10/2026. You may recall he was booked to do so a
couple of months ago, but a family emergency, arising on the Sunday
morning, meant he was unable to join us. On that occasion, people kindly
brought items in to be donated to First Base, and they were duly handed
over later that week. If you’d like to do the same again, please accept this
as advance notice that we’d like to welcome Mark in this way. There’s a
box, next to the MU one, in the Hall, to receive non-perishable gifts. Thank
you.

MU:

The next MU Eucharist will take place on Thursday 5th November at 2pm
in the Church. Rev Jim Booth will be presiding. There will be tea/ coffee and
cake and lots of chat in the Hall afterwards. Everyone is welcome.

Mark Smith says...

rverorire - 700 Vears Celebration

CELEBRATING 700 YEARS OF CHRISTIAN WORSHIP ON THIS SITE

1326 - ROBERT THE BRUCE - CRYSTAL CHAPEL
1837 - CHURCH OF SCOTLAND - ST MARY'S
2024 - THE RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH

23" October 2026
7pm | St Mary’s Chiurch
St Mary’s Street, Dumfiies

AN EVENING OF WORSHIP THROUGH THE
CENTURIES, PLUS DANCE & DRAMA

ALL WELCOME | REFRESHMENTS AT 7PM

¢
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e Qur Church is planning a celebration to mark the consecration of
the 'Crystal Chapel), as it became known as, which Robert the Bruce



built, along with his sister, Christiana, in memory of her husband, Sir
Christopher Seaton who was earlier hanged on the spot for his
support of Bruce. It's a long story, but spans the centuries and it's

wonderful to know we have such a rich heritage, literally under our
feet!

We're celebrating and inviting everyone to come along, on Friday 23rd
October, from 7pm, in St Mary's Church.
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St John the Evangelist, Newall Terrace, Dumfries DG1 1LW
A local Ecumenical Partnership between the Scottish Episcopal Church and the

Methodist Church. N
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ector@stjohnsdumfries.org / 07487 653069 — Interim Priest

pastadmin@stjohnsdumfries.org / 07754 596140 (Office/Pastoral Administrator) ‘ .
Office staffed Mondays, Fridays and most other weekdays besides, but phone/text ‘ '

"
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before making a special trip. Email/phone monitored regularly.
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